1783-90.                         PROFESSORSHIP AT JENA.                              115

much and varied intercourse with men; full of knowledge
and of plans to turn it to account, he could now repose him-
self in the haven of domestic comforts, and look forward to
days of more unbroken exertion, and more wholesome and
permanent enjoyment than hitherto had fallen to his lot.
In the February following his settlement at Jena, he ob-
tained the hand of Fraulein Lengefeld; a happiness, with
the prospect of which he had long associated all the plea-
sures which he hoped for from the future. A few months
after this event, he thus expresses himself, in writing to a
friend:

4 Life is quite a different thing by the side of a beloved
4 wife, than so forsaken and alone; even in Summer. Beau-
4 tiful Nature! I now for the first time fully enjoy it, live
4 in it. The world again clothes itself around me in poetic
4 forms; old feelings are again awakening in my breast.
4 What a life I am leading here! I look with a glad mind
1 around me; my heart finds a perennial contentment with-
4 out it; my spirit so fine, so refreshing a nourishment. My
4 existence is settled in harmonious composure; not strained
4 and impassioned, but peaceful and clear. I look to my
4 future destiny with a cheerful heart; now when standing
4 at the wished-for goal, I wonder with myself how it all
4 has happened, so far beyond my expectations. Fate has
4 conquered the difficulties for me; it has, I may say, forced
4 me to the mark. From the future I expect eveiything.
4 A few years, and I shall live in the full enjoyment of my
4 spirit; nay, I think my very youth will be renewed; an
4 inward poetic life will give it me again.'

To what extent these smiling hopes were realised will
be seen in the next and concluding Part of this Biography.